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Minutes of the Full Council meeting of Heybridge Basin Parish Council held on Tuesday 17th February 2026 at 06:30pm.
Venue: St George’s Community Room.

PRESENT

In the Chair:	R. Bryson			          	             Absent:			0   
											 
Councillors:	M. Hobden                                                   	Apologies: 		0	                                               
		C. Swann
		J. Sjollema                                                                     	District Cllrs:		2
		C. Edmond
		M. Hodges
			    	Public:			0

Officers:                G. Lake – Clerk (Attended remotely) 

It was noted that this meeting was being recorded by Councillor Edmond for the purpose of Minutes.

25/126	Chair’s Welcome
The Chair opened the meeting and welcomed those present. It was noted that the Clerk was attending and clerking the meeting remotely via telephone.

25/127	There were no apologies. 

25/128		To receive Declarations of Interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct and with section 106 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992.
	Cllr Hobden – Non-Pecuniary – Basin Oars, River care Group and Heybridge Basin Sailing Association; Cllr Edmond – Non-Pecuniary – Essex Waterways and Essex Waterways Navigation Trust; Cllr Swann – Non-Pecuniary – Daisy Meadow Car Park, Heybridge Basin Sailing Association, relative.

25/129	The minutes of the Full Council Meeting held on 6th January 2026 were agreed and signed as a correct record.

25/130	Reports 
a. There was no report from County Councillor Durham
b. A verbal report from District Councillors Spenceley and Swindle was received. 
c. The Clerk provided the following updates: 
· Vehicles belonging to Maldon District Council (MDC) had been accessing the field via the alley in St George’s Close. A member of the public contacted MDC, who initially sought to attribute responsibility to the Council. Following discussions with MDC, the matter is now being addressed by them. 
· That the Clerk’s hours were further reduced during the half-term week.

Councillor Sjollema arrived at 6:35pm
25/131	Finance.
a. To approve
i. Payment requests for January/February 2026 were approved.
ii. Receipts for January/February 2026 were approved.
iii. Accounts for the nine months to 31st December 2025 were approved. Clerk to email details of budget headings which are over budget. 
b. To changes to the fee Interest Rates from Unity Bank were noted. 

25/132	Interim Internal Audit 
a. To receive the Interim Internal Audit Report and agree any action to be taken.
	The Interim Internal Audit Report was received, and the actions were duly noted.

25/133	Public Forum 
There were no members of the public. 

25/134	Planning
a. To consider any planning applications received after the publication of the agenda and to agree the action to be taken.

25/01111/FUL – Gravel Pits, Hall Road – Erection of a toilet block
It was resolved to recommend the granting of planning permission due to hygiene reasons.  

25/135	Assets
a. To receive the goal post inspection report and resolve any action to be taken. 
Members received the goal post inspection report. The report confirmed that the goal posts had passed inspection, with a recommendation that the fixings be replaced with small bolts.
RESOLVED: That Councillor Swann investigate the recommended replacement of the fixings with small bolts.
b. To consider a proposal for the village gateways and resolved any action to be taken. Members considered information provided by Councillor Swann regarding village gateway signs at a cost of £645.
RESOLVED: That the Clerk seek quotations for installation costs and that the matter be brought back to the next meeting for further consideration.
c. To consider a recommendation from the Personnel Committee regarding office furniture requirements and associated expenditure, and to resolve any action required. 
RESOLVED: That the Clerk be authorised to purchase a desk and chair at a cost of up to £1,000, with two-thirds of the expenditure to be met from the DMCP bank account, and that the Clerk investigate and implement the necessary virements across budget headings to accommodate the expenditure, reporting back to Council as appropriate.

25/136	Daisy Meadow Car Park
a. To review the quotations received for the UK Power Networks Kiosk groundworks and to resolve any action to be taken. 
Three quotations were received and reviewed. RESOLVED: To appoint WCL to undertake the works at a total cost of £2,490.00 including VAT. 
b. To consider a planting plan and associated budget and resolve any action to be taken. 
RESOLVED: For Councillor Hobden and the Daisy Meadow Gardener to purchase plants and mulch within the budget of £4,000.00 and for Councillor Hobden to seek quotes for planters.


25/137	Grounds Maintenance 
a. To review the quotations received to for the Grounds Maintenance Contract and agree any action to be taken. 
Three quotations were received and reviewed. 
Councillor Swann left the room.
The District Councillors left at 7:24pm

RESOLVED: To appoint Maldon District Council to undertake the Grounds Maintenance for a 1-year period at a cost of £5,719.54 plus VAT

Councillor Swann returned to the room. 
b. To consider obtaining quotations for the cutting of the hedges along Basin Road and agree any action to be taken. 
RESOLVED: For Clerk to seek quotations to cut the hedges along Basin Road. 
c. To consider obtaining quotations to reduce the height of the Blackthorn in the car park and agree any action to be taken. 
RESOLVED: For Clerk to seek quotations to reduce the height of the Blackthorn in Daisy Meadow Car Park. 

25/138	Training 
a. To consider any requests for councillor training and resolve any action to be taken.
RESOLVED: For Councillor Hobden to attend the 2-day Chair Training at a total cost of £250.00 plus VAT.
RESOLVED: Clerk and Councillors to look at potential training courses and discuss at next meeting. 

25/139	Correspondence
a. Correspondence received was noted and responses agreed.

25/140	Pursuant to section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 it is resolved that, in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it is advisable in the public interest that the press and the public be excluded, and they are instructed to withdraw.

No members of public to leave.

25/141	Daisy Meadow Car Park (DMCP)
a. To review the initial draft of the car park management agreement provided by Smart Parking and agree any required amendments.
The first draft of the car park management agreement was reviewed and discussed. 
RESOLVED: Clerk to amend the agreement as per the discussions. 
b. To consider the legal quotations received for review of the agreement and agree any action to be taken. 
RESOLVED: To accept the quotation from Kew Lew and Clerk to send amended agreement. 
Councillor Hodges abstained from the vote.

All members voted to extend the meeting until all items had been discussed.



25/142	Personnel Matters 
a. To consider the recommendation by the Personnel Committee regarding the car park gardener contract due for renewal on 1st April 2026 and agree any action to be taken.  
Members noted that Emily was appointed in November 2025 on a four-month basis concluding on 31st March 2026.
RESOLVED: That, with effect from 1st April 2026, Emily be offered a 12-month contract for the provision of car park gardening services at a monthly payment of £200.00
b. To consider a recommendation from the Personnel Committee regarding staffing matters and to agree any action to be taken. 

Clerk left the meeting.

	Members considered a recommendation relating to employee wellbeing support.
RESOLVED: That expenditure of £360 was approved to provide professional wellbeing support to the Clerk.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 8:34pm
Provisional Date of the next Council Meeting Tuesday 17th March 2026


Clerk Contact details: clerk@heybridgebasinpc.org.uk
Website: www.heybridgebasin-pc.gov.uk
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